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Lexicon for dwelling design




Fragments of an israeli unit
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A passageway. Contains the doors to the
private rooms of the house. Typically Narrow,
low hight, dim, and monotonous.

In an average Tel Aviv apartment every square
meter is worth about 50,000 NIS. That means
such a corridor equals at least 150,000 NIS.
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The parents bed is located in the middle of the
room, opposite to a TV and in between two
matching chests. From this room there’s a
private bathroom and a Walk-in closet (“Closet
room”).

In most apartments, these spaces are so
minimal that they are almost non-functional
and poorly ventilated.
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Would we dare to question the conventions? A
bed not accessible from both sides, a
spacious closet inside the room instead of a
walk-in closet? Is it the right decision to annex
the extra bathroom to the parents room?
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DINING “Dining corner”

A word that describes the place for a shared
family meal and creates an almost ridiculous
reality. An eating corner.

The dining table is usually very elegant and

large. Above it will hang an impressive lighting
fixture.
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The dining area in Israeli culture is usually
designed for a holiday or Saturday meals and
remains useless most days of the week.

It creates a duality with another dedicated

dining area in the kitchen, meanwhile taking
valuable space and accumulates mess.
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CHILDREN'S ROOM

Closet + bed + table = children’s room?

These rooms are where children spend most
of the day. Today, they are equipped with the
same three furniture whose colors and
materials may change but their essence is the
same and is not accurately allow an
expression for the children's inner world.
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GUEST'S TOILET

The secondary toilets are usually at the
entrance of the house for the use of the
guests, as we don’t want them sharing the
family’s commonly used bathroom.

Generally, a design effort will be used here as
part of the WOW effect for the visitor arriving
home, displaying the family's uniqueness and
style.
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Dissolving the boundaries of the house and rooms

We do not have the resources to have unnecessary rooms: (1) A young couple buy
a five-room apartment because they may, in some time in the future, have 3
children. Meanwhile they posses unused expensive real estate.

(2) An elderly couple with an empty bedrooms, awaiting the grandchildren to arrive
every other week. (3) A Dining area where the family meal occurs twice a year.
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The future home

A world where borders are soft.
The nature of real estate is changing, flexible.
One can own a certain home today and another tomorrow.

The house is broken down into activities that one can purchase or replace.
When an action is not needed, it can be rented out, sold or recycled.
This way we can live in spaces that are right for us and not in old ideals that are

no longer relevant.
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“The limits of my language
are the limits of my world”
Ludwig Wittgenstein.
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Language not only provides us information, it also shapes our way of thinking.
Therefore, in order to produce new thoughts, it is necessary to find an open, new
language.

In order to break free of the chains of familiar language, we developed a
dictionary, which helps us to deconstruct and re-examine terms that restrict us.
We use this language regularly in our studio, in front of our clients and with our
students. In order to allow us to expand borders and imagine new situations
that fit activity rather than a conceptual fixation.
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A quick exercise to test the boundaries of words and language:

Search Google for the word "bed" and then perform the same action when the
word "bed" is replaced by the action itself: A place to sleep.

On the first search, you will get different types of beds. On the second search,
you will be surprised to discover a variety of creative solutions for sleeping

in a complex world of multitasking, creating quality spaces and inviting
activities that contain diverse and overlapping areas, is a necessity.

Kitchen, Dining room, Bedroom are no longer relevant. We cook, host, watch TV
and eat in places that allow us a variety of complex activities.
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Overlap is created by two elements competing for the same space. 3 meanings for
space overlap:

(2) Overlap Used - A private space for multiple users. For example: two brothers'
bedrooms with one shared bathroom, each with its own private entrance.

(3) Height overlap - Double use of one space by using a cross-section, in such a
way that space doubles the overlap area by using its volume.
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Overlap is created by two elements competing for the same space. 3 meanings for
space overlap:

(1) Perceived overlap - for example: a kitchen with a living room next to it, will give
a denser feel than a shared space that allows both activities, sometimes even if
their space is smaller.

(3) Height overlap - Double use of one space by using a cross-section, in such a
way that space doubles the overlap area by using its volume.
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Overlap is created by two elements competing for the same space. 3 meanings for
space overlap:

(1) Perceived overlap - for example: a kitchen with a living room next to it, will give
a denser feel than a shared space that allows both activities, sometimes even if
their space is smaller.

(2) Overlap Used - A private space for multiple users.For example: two brothers'
bedrooms with one shared bathroom, each with its own private entrance.
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As designers, we rush to divide spaces by 1 wall (10 cm thick wall made of gypsum
or construction), in fact walls are just one type of division between living areas,
another option is through carpentry, steelwork or any other material.

Defining the desired type of partition between 2 spaces and its different qualities
will be the right way to plan it.
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Language produces a world of images. Our daily routines get fixed by these
images. This is how lists are created. Concepts that become self-evident.
When we design these lists affect our consciousness, sometimes without
our attention. Just like a grocery list we "buy" for our project design,
existing groceries: 1 door, 2 milk cartons... and so on.

We use the phrase to indicate the list from which we have
extracted it and to create a possibility for creative and new thinking that
does not come from our "grocery list".
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Spaces that are not in daily use or that can only be used at
certain hours of the day, can be folded and “disappear” when
not in use, this way the house will be more spacious and will
not feel crowded just for the sake of an event that may occur
once in a while.
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When a client ask us to design a green villa (ie - from sustainable materials), but in
fact it does not matter how light and consumable the materials we use - still a 350
sgm suburban home, whose owners need land, electricity, traffic, sewage and other
infrastructures - would be less "green" than a flat or even a house in town. "Green",
according to our worldview, means living in the city, using less space, driving less,
consuming less. The common perception is that "quality of life" = 2 cars per family.
We believe that real quality of life is a compact lifestyle: 0 cars per family and
efficient public transportation.
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The index was unveiled at the eXtraSmallTalk Exhibition in 2017 where we
presented the idea to the public.
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COMPACTNESS INDEX

The index is comprised of 7 components:
3 index components that are the tenant's responsibility
The components are determined by the tenant, often even before a designer is

09910 0'Y%N
oDMYTAN 099N

DN 099N _ selected for the project. These components are baseline data for planning.
m— 4 index components that are the Designer's responsibility
WD S e——— | e
£ : i : . it Are a tool to be used to improve the units efficiency.
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PLANNING PROCESS

The same questions that are asked about the language we use
to describe spaces are asked about the processes we carry out
when designing a project.

A "simple" architectural contract contains worn out terms. We
decided to ask ourselves what is behind these terms and to
connect them to tenants, in a more simple manner.
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IPlan Studio | Israeli Planning Authority

A team of five people comprised of architects, city planners and economist.
As part of the consulting, we explore two main areas: the living environment and
work environments.

We were given the opportunity to influence the processes and trends in the
country.

We work with the Head of the Israeli planning authority to update standards that
are no longer relevant in the field.

We study from experience of similar projects around the world and attend
conferences of those who decide on national planning for years to come.
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